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On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Black 

Hills Powwow Association, I invite you to come 

and enjoy the 37th Annual Black Hills Powwow 

October 10-12, 2025, at the Summit Arena at The 

Monument. The theme for many years for the 

Black Hills Powwow has been “Come Dance With 

Us.” We want everyone to feel welcome and to 

enjoy the beauty of Great Plains indigenous song 

and dance. Every year we have championship 

singers and dancers come from many nations. This 

year the dance categories will have 7 places in 

each category and the “Champions of the Northern 

Plains” singing contest is paying out 10 places for 

a total $59,000 in prizes and our total prize payout 

will be over $180,000! (The most in the history of 

the powwow!)

 

The Black Hills Powwow has become one of the 

premier American Indian cultural events in the 

United States, attracting thousands of dancers, 

singers, artisans and several thousand spectators 

from across several U.S. states, Canadian provinces 

and beyond. In addition to the powwow, 

spectators have the opportunity to enjoy a �ne 

arts show, He Sapa Win pageant, style show, 

vendors, wellness symposium for youth, and 

tournaments for hand games, golf, and archery. 

We would like to thank all of our sponsors, 

volunteers, participants, attendees, head sta� and 

most importantly the creator God Wakantanka for 

making our celebration possible. Please explore 

our website to see what may interest you. Also, 

thank you in advance for attending the 2025 Black 

Hills Powwow!

Stephen Yellowhawk

BHPWA President
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Eunice Straight Head is the 2024–2025 Miss He Sapa Win and a proud member of the Cheyenne 

River Sioux Tribe, representing the Mnicouju band of the Thithituwan Lakota and Oglala 

Lakota Nation (Fights the Thunder Tiospaye). Raised in Bear Creek on the Cheyenne River 

Sioux Reservation, the eldest of eight siblings, she lives her family teaching to “walk the 

example”—learning and harvesting traditional foods and sharing knowledge with 

peers. Guided by generations of storytellers and matriarchs, she nurtures an inborn 

creativity rooted in Lakota ways.

A third-generation graduate of Cheyenne Eagle Butte High School, Eunice 

earned a BFA in Photography from Black Hills State University (Lakota 

Omniciye, Center for American Indian Studies) and is pursuing a master’s 

in Lakota Leadership & Management at Oglala Lakota College. She 

directs Oyate Studio in Eagle Butte, working to grow jobs, sustainable 

communities, and creative opportunities, and honors her late great-

grandmother, Eunice Larrabee, as a CRST matriarchal role model.

Eunice began as a Tiny Tot Fancy Shawl dancer and returned to the arena in 2019 to 

heal, strengthen, and grow—now dancing women’s traditional in honor of her Unci, Wilma 

Straighthead. A longtime Black Hills Powwow attendee, she champions inclusivity in dance and 

healing, for present and past relatives alike.

Her photography has been featured in the New Yorker and the Washington Post; shown in the 

Minneapolis Institute of Art’s In Our Hands: Native Photography, 1890 to Now; appeared in 

Disney Marvel’s ECHO; and she co-curated a 2024–2025 Oceti Sakowin photography exhibition 

with the Dahl Arts Center. Through her collective, Iguhan Mani, she advocates “walking 

sovereign” and creates upcycled wearable art from Lakota techniques. Honors include TikTok’s 

2023 Visionary Voices and Fuse TV’s Future History; she also photographed past Miss He Sapa 

Wins Taylor Campbell and Wanbli Waunsila Wi Eagle. Holding her �rst powwow title, she’s 

honored to represent the Oceti Sakowin as Miss He Sapa Win.

President - Stephen Yellowhawk

Vice President - Dew Bad Warrior-Ganje

Treasurer - Lisa Hatten

Director - Sandor Iron Rope

Director - Mitchell Brewer

Director - Nick Hernandez 

Eyapaha - Ruben Little Head

Eyapaha - Whitney Rencountre II

Head Dance Judge - Laryn Oakes

2025 HEAD STAFF

“Once a tiny tot, always a tiny tot at heart.” - Wicahpi Wiyakpakpa Win, ‘Bright Shining Star Woman’

Head Singing Judge - Jermaine Bell 

Arena Director - Rusty Gillette

Arena Director - Chaske LaBlanc

Miss He Sapa Win - Eunice Straight Head

Sound - Hokah Sound

Tabulation - iCreeazn

Poster Artist - Jim Yellowhawk

He Sapa Win Pageant Director 

	 - Danielle Ta’Sheena Finn

Livestream - POWWOWS.COM

All Veterans Groups Welcome

Miss He Sapa Win
EUNICE STRAIGHT HEAD
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Check out our Online Edition and our Easy E-Reader at www.lakotatimes.com

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
DON’T MISS A BEAT!

E-Edition 
Online - $65

E-Edition 
Monthly - $5.99

Print Edition 
1 Year - $65

LOVE THE LOOK OF THE TRADITIONAL NEWSPAPER?   LOVE THE CONVENIENCE OF DIGITAL ACCESS?   CHECK OUT OUR E-EDITION!

www.lakotatimes.com
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Mtakuyepi, cante waste nape 
ciyuzapi ktso. Hattie Dunham , 
emaciyapi ksto; Naha lakota caze, 
T’a canunpa Okpagi win ( she �lls 
her pipe woman)

My parents are the late Christine 
(Long Warrior) Dunham and John 
(Bill)Dunham from the Black Pipe 
community in the western edge of 
the Rosebud Sioux Tribe in South 
Dakota. I have 5 adult children and 
11 grandchildren. 

I am honored to have been chosen 
the bead the crown and sash for the 2025 HeSapa Wacipi. I have had the 
opportunity several times previously and feel blessed to have done so. My 
beadwork tells a story about our creation in the hopes that our Royalty will 
share our creation story with the youth and any people they speak to so that 
it isn’t lost.

the design on the back of the sash represents 2 butter�ies (female strength)
and the turquoise color was shouting out to my spirit.

Little did I know it is the color for suicide awareness.

The two end designs encompass a “regular pattern of irregular colors “- 
symbols of the multitude of changes our people have gone through and still 
go through but the traditional design shape (like our women) are holding 
“them “ together in a traditional pattern (context).

The leather work is a nod to our horse 
culture past and present.

This wacipi and celebration has a special 
signi�cance in my life; it is a place where 
my mother and I went every year since 
I was little girl. We could not a�ord 
to travel and experience other places 
or tribal gatherings, so this was our 
“Denver March” or “Gathering of Nations” 
, it a�orded us the experience of seeing 
di�erent cultures in one place , our 
homelands! And meet and visit new and 
old friends.

I love this celebration so much and I am so proud of the commitment and 
dedication the committee and board has had to create this magni�cent event 
it is today.

I feel that they thought of people like me and my family who don’t travel but 
want to see these wonderful people and have pride in our homelands.

Welcome everyone and I am so happy you traveled here to celebrate with us. 
Pilaunyapi ksto

HATTIE DUNHAM

Crown & Sash Artist
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Friday, October 10

Youth Handgame Tournament 
“Battle in the He Sapa
Registration – 11am

Games begin - 1pm

Barnett Fieldhouse
4:00 pm –11:00 pm  –  Arts and Info Tradeshow (Free to the public)

11:00 am – 7:00 pm  –  Dancer & Drum Registration (North Concourse

The Monument Summit Arena 
11:00 am-7:00 pm - Dancer & Drum Registration	

1:00 pm-4:00 pm - Vendor Registration & Move In 

4:00 pm - Main Arena Doors Open to Public

Arena Blessing – Dr. Gerald Yellowhawk

6:00 pm – Veteran’s Grand Entry – All Veterans and Dignitaries

•	 Flag & Victory Song – Colors Posted

•	 Welcome Address – Stephen Yellowhawk, BHPWA President

7:00 pm – Dancer Grand Entry 

•	 Intertribals – (1/2 of Singing Rotation if 20+ drums) - (7:40 pm)

•	 Tiny Tots sponsored by State Bank of Eagle Butte in honor of 

Miss He Sapa Win  – (8:30)

8:00 pm – Owang Wasteya Wahwayela Mani Fashion Show 

– Rushmore Hall

Schedule

Junior & Senior Adults 
- Excused for Evening
Platinum & Golden Age Dance Contests Starts 

(1 Song) - (8:40 pm)

•	 Platinum 70+ (Combined)

	»   Women (Combined)
	»  Men (Combined)

•	 Golden Age 55-69 (Separated)

	»Women’s Traditional, Jingle, Fancy
	»Men’s Traditional, Grass, Fancy

Junior Categories Contests 
(1 Song) - (9:10  pm)

•	 Junior Girl’s Categories (6-12) Fancy, Jingle, 
Traditional

•	 	Junior Boy’s Categories (6-12) Fancy, Grass, 
Traditional

•	 Teen Girl’s Categories (13-17) Fancy, Jingle, 
Traditional

•	 	Teen Boy’s Categories (13-17) Fancy, Grass, 
Traditional

2024-25 Miss He Sapa Win – Eunice Straighthead 

Special– (10:40 pm) 

•	 Women’s Fancy Special & Womens Jingle Special – 
(Women’s Traditional - Saturday at 10:00 am.)

Dance Contests Continues  

- ALL 18+ Categories (2 Songs) (11:40 pm)

•	 18+ Women’s Applique
•	 18+ Southern Buckskin
•	 18+ Southern Cloth
•	 18+ Old Style Jingle
•	 18+ Men’s Woodland
•	 18+ Men’s Contemporary Traditional
•	 18+ Men’s Southern Straight
•	 18+ Men’s Chicken

End: 1:40 am



8 2025 BLACK HILLS POWWOW

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11

•	 Inclusion/Special Needs Category (1 Song) - 

MUST BE REGISTERED WITH SPONSOR

Platinum & Golden Age FINALS (1 Song) - (1:45 pm)
•	 Platinum 70+ (Combined)

	»   Women (Combined) 
	»  Men (Combined) 

•	 Golden Age 55-69 (Separated)

	»Women’s Traditional, Jingle/Fancy
	»Men’s Traditional,  Grass/Fancy

Junior Categories FINALS (2 Songs) - (2:20 pm)
•	 Junior Girl’s Categories (6-12) Fancy, Jingle, 

Traditional 
•	 	Junior Boy’s Categories (6-12) Fancy, Grass, 

Traditional
•	 Teen Girl’s Categories (13-17) Fancy, Jingle, 

Traditional
•	 	Teen Boy’s Categories (13-17) Fancy, Grass, 

Traditional

Miss He Sapa Win Crowning 2025-2026 
4:00 pm – Free Chili Feed – Sponsored by Partnership 

With Native Americans – Lacroix Hall
6:00 pm – Veteran’s Grand Entry – All Veterans and 
Dignitaries

•	 Flag & Victory Song – Colors Posted

•	 Welcome by Dew Bad Warrior-Ganje –  BHPWA 

Vice President

7:00 pm – SNL Black Hills Dancer Grand Entry – “Who 

Runs these Hills”

	»Tiny Tots - Sponsored by the BHPWA - (8:45 pm)

All 18+ Categories 
Excused for Evening

•	 Senior Women’s Categories (40-54) – Fancy, 
Jingle, Traditional

•	 Senior Men’s Categories (40-54) – Fancy, Grass, 
Traditional

•	 Junior Women’s Categories (18-39) – Fancy, 
Jingle, Traditional

•	 Junior Men’s Categories (18-39) – Fancy, Grass, 
Traditional

End: 1:40 am

Downtown Indigenous People’s Parade 
Sponsored by Great Plains Tribal Leader’s Health Board

8:00 am – Line up – 2nd & Main St (Float Contest)
10:00 am – Parade Starts

The Monument The Summit Arena
11:00am – 1:00pm – Dancer & Drum Registration – Head Table

The Monument Barnett Fieldhouse 
10:00 am – Arts and Info Tradeshow 

Doors Open Doors Open Main Arena & Tradeshow Venue

10:15 am – 2025-26 Miss He Sapa Win – Eunice Straighthead Special 

Women’s Traditional Special 

The Monument Summit Arena 
NOON  –  Veteran’s Grand Entry – All Veterans and Dignitaries

•     Flag & Victory Song – Colors Posted
•     Welcome Address – Eunice Straighthead– Miss He Sapa Win 2024-25

1:00 pm – Dancer Grand Entry  

•     Intertribals – (Second 1/2 of Rotation) – (1:40 pm)
•     Tiny Tots sponsored by the BHPWA
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12

The Monument Barnett Fieldhouse 
10:30 am – 6pm  – Arts and Info Tradeshow

•	 Fine Arts Avenue and Voting for 2026 Poster Contest

5:00 pm – Voting for 2025 Poster Contest

The Monument Summit Arena 
11:00 am – Doors Open Main Arena & Tradeshow Venue 

NOON – ANNOUNCEMENT OF WINNERS - Junior, Teen, 

Platinum & Golden Age Categories

12:45 pm – Veteran’s Grand Entry – All Veterans and Dignitaries

•	 Flag & Victory Song – Colors Posted
•	 Welcome Address - New 2025-26 Miss He Sapa Win

 1:30 pm – Dancer Grand Entry 

•     Tiny Tots sponsored by the BHPWA

All Adult Categories – 1 Song (1:45 pm)
•	 18+ Women’s Applique
•	 18+ Southern Buckskin
•	 18+ Southern Cloth
•	 18+ Old Style Jingle
•	 18+ Men’s Woodland
•	 18+ Men’s Contemporary Traditional
•	 18+ Men’s Southern Straight
•	 18+ Men’s Chicken
•	 Senior Women’s Categories (40-54 - Fancy, 

Contemporary Jingle, Traditional
•	 Senior Men’s Categories (40-54) - Fancy, Grass, 

Traditional
•	 Junior Women’s Categories (18-39) - Fancy, 

Contemporary Jingle, Traditional
•	 	Junior Men’s Categories (18-39 - Fancy, Grass, 

Traditional    

Intertribals - Top 10 Drums - (4:45 pm)
NEW - TOP 7 Finals – 1 Song - (5:30 pm)

•	 18+ Women’s Applique
•	 18+ Southern Buckskin
•	 18+ Southern Cloth
•	 18+ Old Style Jingle
•	 18+ Men’s Woodland
•	 18+ Men’s Contemporary Traditional
•	 18+ Men’s Southern Straight
•	 18+ Men’s Chicken
•	 Senior Women’s Categories (40-54 - Fancy, 

Contemporary Jingle, Traditional
•	 Senior Men’s Categories (40-54) - Fancy, Grass, 

Traditional
•	 Junior Women’s Categories (18-39) - Fancy, 

Contemporary Jingle, Traditional

•	 	Junior Men’s Categories (18-39 - Fancy, Grass, 
Traditional 

Men’s Fancy Dance Special – (6:40 pm) - Sponsored by 

DJ Two Bears

Delores Killspotted Hayes – (7:40 pm) - 25+ Women’s 

Old Style Fancy Shawl (Must wear High Tops) 

Eagle Mountain Honoring  – (9:40 pm) - 

Announcement of Singing Contest Winners

•	 Retire Colors
•	 Announcement of the 2025 Black Hills Pow Wow’s 

Dance and Singing Contest winners

End: 11:42 am
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BETTER, 
TOGETHER.
A strong community provides unity and opportunity for 
its people. That’s why we give of our time and resources 
to help keep our community safe, secure and thriving. 

blackhillsenergy.com/serving

©888500_24
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Jim Yellowhawk grew up on the Cheyenne River Reservation in South Dakota. 

He is an enrolled member of the ltazipco Band of the Cheyenne

River Sioux Tribe and of the Onondaga/lroquois on his mother’s side. 

Yellowhawk has been immersed in the arts of his ancestors since he was a 

young boy.

His grandmother Annie Yellowhawk was a traditional beadworker and role 

model for traditional ways, and his father, Jerry Yellowhawk, is a passionate 

artist in a variety of mediums.

Yellowhawk graduated from Marion College, Indiana, with n Bachelor of 

Science in Art. He also studied at Columbus College of Art and Design in 

Ohio. Yellowhawk has brought his art to the international community and 

continues to be invited to perform Lakota men’s traditional dance at venues 

all over the world. He currently resides in the Black Hills of South Dakota.

Yellowhawk says, “Traditional spirituality is woven into my daily life, work, 

practices, and way of being. It keeps me in balance and guides my creative 

processes. The horse, bu�alo, elk. geese, and eagle nations are often 

represented in my art, in honor of the four winds. While my art comprises 

diverse media forms, my current passion is for ledger art, a traditional way 

of recording history for the native peoples in America. My techniques vary 

according to the feel of each piece. I like to experiment and challenge myself. 

I would like to leave my mark as on artist in a way that serves all people, 

and I very much hope to provide a strong and positive role model for native 

youth.” 

Jim Yellowhawk, Artist

Jimyellowhawk.com

Yellowhawk Jim
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Zuya Sica Consulting
Making your l i fe  easier one project  at  a t ime

WWW.ZUYASICACONSULTING.COM

105(I)  Leases & Financing
Owner’s  Representative & Cultural  Liaison
Community Enrichment & Facil itation 
Project Management Support & Planning
Event Planning for Conferences,  Meetings & Retreats
Construction Support
Engineering Support

Dew Bad Warrior-Ganje & Ben Ganje,  P.E.
Owners,  Zuya Sica Consulting

Cheyenne River Lakota
2023 U.S.  Small  Business Administration South Dakota 
Small  Business Champion of  the Year

(605) 455-2500Lakota Trade Center, Kyle, SD

Business Loans up to $2M
Artist Loans

Agriculture Loans

www.LakotaFunds.org
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DennyMenholtRapidChevrolet.com

DennyMenholtToyota.com

RushmoreHonda.com

Proud Sponsor of the 2025 Black Hills Pow Wow

Lakota Federal Credit Union proudly 

serving the Pine Ridge and Rosebud 

Reservations located in Kyle, SD.

507 Main Street, Suite 104, Kyle, SD 57752
p (605) 455-1515  |  f (605) 455-1514

www.lakotafcu.com
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SITTING BULL COLLEGE
WELCOMES YOU!

Learn more about SBC & Visit our Main Campus in Fort Yates, ND!
Guided by Lakota/Dakota culture, values, and language, Sitting Bull College is committed

to building intellectual capital through academic, career and technical education, and
promoting economic and social development. 

Build Your Brighter Future!Build Your Brighter Future!

Online Classes & Degrees Available!Online Classes & Degrees Available!

Chief Sitting Bull (Hunkpapa Lakota leader) shared his vision, “Let us put our minds together and see what
life we can make for our children.” 

At Sitting Bull College, we have made it our mission to be guided by the Lakota/Dakota culture so that our
students are able to build a brighter future for themselves and their communities. Take the first step toward

success and learn more about our Master’s, Bachelor’s, Associate’s and Certificate degree programs! 

www.sittingbull.edu
admissions@sittingbull.edu

(701)854-8000

TAKE A

VIRTUAL

TOUR OF

OUR

CAMPUS

TAKE A

VIRTUAL

TOUR OF

OUR

CAMPUS

APPLY

TODAY!

APPLY

TODAY!
9299 Highway 24

Fort Yates, ND 58538

Master’s Programs

Environmental

Science

Curriculum and

Instruction

 Business

Administration

Business Administration

Criminal Justice

Early Childhood Education

Elementary Education

Secondary Science Education

Environmental Science

General Studies

Information Technology

Native American Studies

Social Work

Bachelor’s Programs Associate’s Programs
Business
Administration
General Studies
General
Studies-Nursing
Transfer
Human Services
Technician

Native American Studies

Criminal Justice

Early Childhood Education

Environmental Science

Information Technology

Practical Nursing

Teacher Education

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
Building Trades
Cybersecurity & Data
Privacy
Electrical
Veterinary Assistant
Welding

It is the policy of Sitting Bull College (SBC) to afford equal employment opportunities to all qualified individuals, without regard to their race, color, ancestry, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, physical or mental disability, citizenship status, veteran status, gender identity or expression, or any other characteristic or status that is protected
by federal, state or local law. This also applies to Sitting Bull College’s admission practices, financial aid practices, athletics events, clubs, research, recreation activities, public events or other College policies and programs.

We recognize that some applicants may require reasonable accommodations during the recruitment, admissions and employment process due to disabilities or other needs. For students please contact SBC Disabilities Coordinator at 701-854-8040 or Disabilities.Coordinator@sittingbull.edu, for employment contact HR Director at 701-854-8004 or
HR.director@sittingbull.edu. We will work with you to ensure that your needs are met and that you have equal access to our programs and services.

2026 SPRING  PRE-REGISTRATION2026 SPRING  PRE-REGISTRATION

 OCTOBER 20-23, 2025 OCTOBER 20-23, 2025

Affordable single and family

housing options-apply early!

Affordable single and family

housing options-apply early!
Contact the SBC Property Management Office

and learn how to secure your spot!

Financial aid &

Institutional

Scholarships are

accessible here!

Financial aid &

Institutional

Scholarships are

accessible here!
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Have you ever watched the prairie chicken (grouse) dance in the Spring? 
There is a powwow arbor behind Oglala Lakota College near Kyle, SD 
where they always dance in early morning during the month of April. The 
females look as if they are not moving. Their heads are held straight up 
while they gaze serenely out beyond the males. When a male comes near, 
they turn slowly, sedated, stately and smoothly.

The males, on the other hand, have their wings spread out, the tips almost 
touching the ground. They bend forward, while their heads bob up and 
down, making their two long, top feathers bounce this way and that, 
keeping time to invisible music, their feet constantly moving in fast, short 
steps, in zigzag patterns across the grass. Are they aware of the females? 
They appear not to be. Yet they seem to try and dance in front of them, 
while remaining cool and aloof.

This is not what traditional dancing is all about. No, it is not a courtship 
dance per se, yet many couples have met at a powwow! Women’s 
Traditional Dancers stand in one place, usually near the drum. They move 
to the beat by alternately bending their knees, and standing on the balls 
of their feet. They carry their shawls over one arm, and in the other hand a 
dancer may hold a feather fan.

The out�t and stance of the Men’s Traditional Dancer re�ects that of the 
prairie chicken. They dance while bending forward at the waist, their 
elbows held out to the side, and their feet constantly moving to each beat 
of the drum. This is a warrior’s dance done for motivation and celebration 
of a great victory.

Dance
Styles

TRADITIONAL 

DANCE
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Tanyán
Yahipi!

Mniluzahan otunwahe el oitancanyan yankapi ki

hena oyate kiiyuskinyan nicopi, iyotanhci Lakota

oyate ki hena. Hesapa kitunkasila wicaunyanpi ki

wankanlapi kun el ohan okolakiciya ikpazo wacipi.

At Rapid Creek town the sitting leaders are happily

welcoming all people, especially the Lakota

people. The Black Hills that our ancestors hold

sacred is where the dancers will come

in friendship.    
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By the turn of the century, when Native American 

people were no longer at war, the War Dance 

began to take on a whole new meaning. Over the 

years, it has become a way of recalling deep-

seated feeling and traditions of passing on a 

sense of pride in Native American culture to new 

generations. Fancy is certainly fancy in regalia, 

in intricate steps, and in the very fast beat of 

the drum. One can feel and participate in the 

excitement as each dancer expresses his feelings 

in this dance of valor.

Although it is patterned after both Northern 

and Southern styles, the Fancy Dance allows 

each man to exhibit considerable individuality. 

The fast pace also is demonstrative of individual 

stamina. The elaborate regalia features feather 

bustles, one at the bottom and one at the 

top. Headdresses are topped with one or two 

feathers mounted on the top of a “roach” made 

of porcupine and deer hair. The feathers rock 

back and forth to the beat of the drum, with the 

motion of the dancer’s head. The entire regalia 

�ashes with brilliant colors. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR:
As the dancer follows the rhythm of the drum with his 

steps, the motion of his head and the �ow of his body are 

important elements in the fancy dance. Since steps are 

individualistic, the expression of the emotion of the music 

and the change of pace from slower to faster tempo are 

important. The dancer should stop at the same time as the 

�nal beat of the drum. A very exciting dance to watch! 

The most modern of the Ladies’ dance is the 

Fancy Shawl Dance. It gives the young women an 

opportunity to show o� their agility, grace and 

stamina. The dance movements are individually 

choreographed, always keeping in rhythm with 

the beat of the drum. A friendly competition 

arises between the dancers and the drum group, 

as the drummers try to trick the dancers into 

stopping before the song ends. The Fancy Shawl 

Dancer must know the songs and the beat of the 

drum. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR:
Each dancer has her own individual style, but 

it is important to keep the dance steps and 

body movements in time with the drumbeat. 

The dancer should be graceful, using intricate 

patterns of dance steps, and should be moving 

around the entire arena circle. As with the Men’s 

Fancy Dance, it is important for the dancer to 

end the dance precisely when the drum stops 

beating.

Everyone is welcome to dance during the intertribal, even the visitors! You don’t need regalia, and you 

don’t have to be Indigenous. It’s perfectly acceptable to dance in your regular clothes. An intertribal is 

not so much a particular type of dance as it is a chance for everyone to dance together. The dance moves 

“sunwise” (clockwise) around the circle, and the basic step is the same one used by traditional dancers: 

the ball of one foot is tapped on one beat and the entire foot is placed down �atly with the next beat; 

then the step is repeated with the opposite foot without missing a beat. “Come Dance With Us!”

WOMEN’S FANCY DANCE

EVERYONE INTERTRIBAL!

DanceStyles
MEN’S FANCY DANCE
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A great deal has been written about the Grass or 

“Omaha” Dance, one of the oldest surviving tribal 

dances. Borrowed from the Omaha tribe, perhaps 

in the 1860’s, the Grass Dance is popular with men 

of many tribes today. Dancers’ out�ts are decorated 

with thick hanks of long, colorful fringes, which 

sway gracefully with the movement of the dancers’ 

bodies in a motion reminiscent of the long, blowing 

grasses of the prairie. Several Tribes dance their 

own version of the dance, and some say the fringes 

replace the grasses that the dancers originally would 

tuck into their belts. Another tribe remembers 

dancing in order to �atten out the long prairie 

grasses in preparation for the dance to have a space 

for the other dancers to dance. Still others think it 

originated to celebrate a victory over an enemy. 

Many dancers wear the porcupine hair roach, crow-

belt and the eagle-bone whistle, original emblems 

of the Omaha Society.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR
The basic step of the Grass Dance involves tapping 

the ball of one foot on the 1st beat and putting it 

down �at with the next beat; then repeating the 

step with the opposite foot without missing a beat. 

Each time the foot is placed �at on the ground the 

weight shifts to that foot. Dancers are expected to 

keep their heads moving either up or down with the 

beat of the drum, nodding quickly several times to 

each beat, or moving from side to side. The purpose 

of this motion is to keep the roach crest feathers 

spinning, one sign of a good dancer. The Grass Dance 

is a freestyle type of dance, and dancers must follow 

the changing beat of the drum and stop on time 

with the music, with both feet on the ground. 

The Jingle Dress evolved in Minnesota, according 

to one account. In a holy man’s dream, four women 

wearing jingle dresses appeared to him, and 

showed him how to make the dresses, what type 

of songs went with them and how to perform the 

dance. The dresses made a pretty sound to him. 

Upon awakening, he told his wife about the dream. 

Together they made four dresses and called the 

four young women who had worn the dresses in his 

dream, they put on the dresses, and were brought 

forth to dress and dance.

The Jingle Dress dance spread throughout the 

Chippewa and Ojibwa territories, and was given to 

Lakota Sioux in the late 1920s by the White Earth 

people. From there, it spread westward into the 

Dakotas and Montana.

The Jingle Dress is unlikely to be mistaken for 

anything else. It is made from cloth, with hundreds 

of rolled tin cones or jingles sewed onto it in varying 

patterns. A woman wearing such a dress can be 

heard whenever she moves. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR:
As with Women’s Fancy Dancers, each dancer has her 

own individual style. The dancers must keep their 

jingle moving in tune to the music, and the dance 

steps and body movements should be coordinated 

as well. It is important for the dancer to stop 

precisely when the music stops, with both feet on 

the ground.

WOMEN’S 

JINGLE DRESS DANCE

DanceStyles
MEN’S GRASS DANCE
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Eagle Mountain Singing Contest
- Sponsored by the family - 1st place is $5000 and Champion Jackets - 2nd is $4000 - 3rd place is $3000

Mens Fancy Dance Special - Sponsored by DJ Two Bear

Miss He Sapa Win Specials
Eunice Straighthead Specials  - Woman’s Fancy Shawl, Woman’s Old Style Jingle, 

Women’s Northern Cloth Traditional - Winner Take All! Starquilt! Jacket! Dress/Belt! Consolation Prizes!

Delores Killspotted - Hayes Memorial Speciall
25+ Women’s Old Style Fancy Shawl (Must wear high tops) - Sponsored by the Killspotted Tiwahe

1st -$1200, 2nd -$600, 3rd -$500, 4th -$400. Takes place on Sunday during tabulation.

DanceSpecials
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Building Trades

free tuition, books, materials, and fees
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Native America Clothing Co, we’re more than just a clothing company. We’re a movement that sheds light on the injustices faced by Native Americans. Our digital 
designs carry stories of resilience and resistance, telling tales of survival from MMIW to Land Back and Boarding Schools. We hold ourselves to the highest standards 
although we’ve only  been a part of this industry since 2018, supplying local and global companies with innovative products created with precision and care.

Building Trades

free tuition, books, materials, and fees

MNICOUJOU LAKOTA OWNED AND OPERATED
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The designer name “S’aic ‘iya” Design refers to a Lakota custom de�ned to 
adorn, to dress-up, to paint for social or ceremonial occasions.

S’aic iya Design aesthetically combines visual art with fashion design that 
is rooted in Lakota culture and foundation. Each skirt design is hand-cut, 
hand-assembled, and sewn which gives a one-of-a kind design and utmost, 
exclusivity.

ABOUT THE DESIGNER

James Star Comes Out (Oglala Lakota)
An artist and designer, is grounded by foundations of Lakota culture such as 
language, history, art and stories that stimulate his creativity with ideas and 
inspiration to create his work.

James has achieved success in many art competitions and juried art shows; 
many of James’ work have been acquired by museums and private collectors.
Collectively, James utilizes art and customs to share, teach and pass on aspects 
of Lakota life ways and culture.

As well as empowering female relatives and creating positive space through 
native fashion.

S’AIC IYA DESIGN 

BY STAR COMES OUT

FashionDesigner

GOOD LUCK

TO ALL

COMPETITORS!

GOOD LUCK

TO ALL

COMPETITORS!
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WWW.MAZASKACDFI .ORG

HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES
Mazaska is dedicated to creating homeownership opportunities for 
the Lakota people. Mazaska o�ers one-on-one technical assistance, 
�nancial literacy and homeownership education classes, and housing 
loan products to create homeownership on the Reservation.

 If you are interested in Mazaska’s products and services, please 
download and �ll out the Customer Intake Form on our website 
below, and return the completed form to our o�ce. If you need any 
assistance, please contact our o�ce at 605-867-1018.

editor@nativesunnews.today
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‘24 Champion’s Circle
Drum Top 10 Final
  1    Ho Chunk Station
  2    The Desendants
  3    Blackstone
  4    Cree Confederation
  5    The Boyz
  6    Bear Creek
  7    BlackLodge
  8   Motown
  9   IronBoy
10   Fort Peck Sioux
 
Platinum Age Women’s 
Combined
  1     Denise One Star
  2     Gracie Her Many Horses
  3     Dianne Desrosiers
  4     Elsie Wuttunee
  5     Madelynn Goodwill
  6     Lora Draper
  7     Linda Standing
 
Platinum Age Men’s 
Combined
  1     Tommy Draper
  2     Jonathan Windy Boy
  3     Roy Bison
  4     Donny McKay
  5     Chico Her Many Horses
  6     Wade Baker
  7     John Meninick
 
Golden Age Women’s Jingle & 
Fancy
  1     Lisa Ewack
  2     Candice Johnson
  3     Delina White
  4     Carol McCabe
  5     Dana Davenport
  6     Alanna Tootoosis Baker
  7     Mariette Surherland
 
Golden Age Women’s 
Traditional
  1     Marie Cornelius
  2     Cheryl Funmaker

  3     Melinda Good Will
  4     Marcy Fiddler
  5     Jhane Myers
  6     Celeste Tootoosis
  7     AJ No Braid
 
Golden Age Men’s Grass & 
Fancy
  1     Daryl Bearstail
  2     Gabe Desrosiers
  3     Mike One Star
  4     Wayne. Fox
  5     Vern Sevier
  6     Je� Downing
  7     Lloyd Yellowbird
 
Golden Age Men’s Traditional
  1     Terry Brockie
  2     Lonny Street
  3     Kevin Haywahe
  4     Asay No Braid
  5     Doug Yankton
  6     Ken Funmaker
  7     Patrick Mcnabb
 
Jr Girl’s Fancy
  1     Rose Cavanaugh
  2     Haven Littlehead
  3     Brynn Fiddler
  4     Bailey Irving
  5     Shaneyah Redstar
  6     JASLYNN HILL
  7     Chloe Redman
 
Jr Girl’s Jingle
  1     Amia Goodwill
  2     Ataya Little Sky
  3     Addison Fiddler
  4     Xavi Wagner
  5     Justine Chiniquay
  6     Kayana Clairmont
  7     Deneigha
 
Jr Girl’s Traditional
  1     Mickayla Bear Robe
  2     Jo-Leigha Berland

  3     Kourtney Clairmont
  4     Synae Standingrock
  5     Shayne Morning Star White 
Thunder
  6     Olivia Old Coyote
  7     Meleah Isnana
​
Jr Boy’s Fancy
  1     Tokala
  2     Nabahe Shebala
  3     Champion
  4     Jett Henry
  5     Wacinyapi Fast Dog
  6     Jacoby Scabbyrobe
  7     Hokie. Lehauli
 
Jr Boy’s Grass
  1     Omani Clairmont
  2     Olin Osawamick
  3     Kayahn Lodge Pole
  4     Avery Mountain Sheep-new 
Holy
  5     Mato Little Sky
  6     Shayden Standingrock
  7     Ahsini (Auss) Abbey
 
Jr Boy’s Traditional
  1     Opichee Day-Bedeau
  2     THEO FAVELL
  3     Wasose Garcia
  4     JASPER LITTLEHEAD
  5     Wambli Dolezal
  6     Notaa Ohiyesa Whitehorse
  7     Kai James

Teen Girl’s Fancy 
  1     Rayanna Bird
  2     Mya Mills.
  3     Redstar Cavanaugh
  4     Lennyn Paskemin
  5     Okimaskwew Gadwa
  6     Ivy Bluebird Runsabove
  7     Selese Syrette
 
Teen Girl’s Jingle
  1     Pema Bull Bear

  2     Tosha Mccloud
  3     Jaylin Tootoosis
  4     Lyrik
  5     Meah Little Sky
  6     Corissa Gadwa
  7     Sapphire Lablanc
 
Teen Girl’s Traditional
  1     Shawntay Iron Horse
  2     Wanbli Bullbear
  3     Mahpiya Redman
  4     Marquee Bullbear
  5     Elonna Street
  6     NIZHONI Keeswood
  7     Illyanna Aubid
 
Teen Boy’s Fancy
  1     Jaymison Hill
  2     Little Baker
  3     Cole High Eagle
  4     Chaske Hill
  5     Liam Yazzie
  6     Alvin Rattlesnake
  7     Jacoby Shawnee
 
Teen Boy’s Grass
  1     JUSTUS CREE JR
  2     CANTE PETERS
  3     Jackson Taken Alive
  4     Mister Mills
  5     Aydrian Day
  6     Clyde Bearstail
  7     2730  397   Gerry Runnels-
Not-Afraid
 
Teen Boy’s Traditional
  1     Camden Scribe
  2     Kole Treeofthem
  3     Blaze Standingready
  4     Darae Wacanta
  5     Hawke Cardinal
  6     Jonah Halfe
  7     Camdom Eaglespeaker-ware
 
18+ Women’s Applique
  1     Neena Lasley
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  2     Brittany Pelkey
  3     Kaelyn Chasenah
  4     Chubberz Top Sky
  5     Calista Stumblingbear
  6     Elicia Leonard
  7     Shaundiin Long
​
18+ S. Women’s Traditional 
Buckskin
  1     Ashley Baker
  2     Catherine Howell
  3     Bridget Blackowl
  4     Tashena McCabe
  5     Toahani Williams
  6     Alexa Day
  7     Rhyanne Whitecloud
 
18+ S. Women’s Traditional 
Cloth
  1     Charlene Toehay-Tartsah
  2     Leah McGurk Brown
  3     Naomi Nevaquaya
  4     Rickielynn Hughes
  5     Ponka-We Cozad
  6     Natha Little Crow
  7     Patsy Grant
 
18+ Women’s Old Style Jingle
  1     Aerius Benton
  2     Leah Omeasoo Gillette
  3     Farrell Top Of The Sky
  4     Aiyana Desnomie
  5     Tiny Rosales
  6     Osamuskwasis Roan
  7     Marley Fair�eld
 
18+ Men’s Woodland
  1     DJ Scott
  2     Ningozis White
  3     Jyles Copenace
  4     Ryan Gustafson
  5     Cole Taylor
  6     Mark Kingbird
  7     Dylan Wanatee
 
18+ Men’s Contemp 
Traditional
  1     Jared Brown

  2     Nathan Largo
  3     Malcolm Murphy
  4     Brand White Eyes
  5     Lakota Little Sky
  6     Lincoln Kingbird
  7     Mu Roberts
 
18+ S. Men’s Straight 
Traditional
  1     Matthew Sheka, Jr.
  2     Kelly Grant
  3     OJ Littlecook
  4     Maximus Sheka
  5     Mervel LaRose
  6     Matthew Sheka Sr
  7     Sky Smith

 18+ Men’s Chicken
  1     Deo Top Sky
  2     Nelson Baker
  3     Jamon Paskemin
  4     Kessin Thompson
  5     TJ Warren
  6     Marshall Rosales
  7     Angelo Begay
 
Sr Women’s Fancy
  1     Jocy Little Sky
  2     Nadine Obey
  3     Verna Street
  4     Carrie McNab
  5     Bobbi Lynn Frederick
  6     Candace Gadwa
  7     Christina Night
 
Sr Women’s Contemp Jingle
  1     Tanksi Clairmont
  2     Elissa Gadwa
  3     Lacy Albert
  4     Winona Tahdooahnippah
  5     Ashley Garcia
  6     Hailey Abbey
  7     Rebecca Roberts
 
Sr Women’s Traditional
  1     Randi Bird
  2     Lauren Good Day
  3     Caspie Abbey

  4     Gina Hindsley
  5     Orrie Littlesky
  6     Lonna Street
  7     Andrea Redman
 
Sr Men’s Fancy
  1     Darrell Hill
  2     Rylan Baker
  3     Michael Roberts
  4     Amos Yazzie III
  5     Nigel Schuyler
  6     Teddy Bison
  7     White Coyote Holy Bull
 
Sr Men’s Grass
  1     Randall Paskemin
  2     Jon Taken Alive
  3     Julius Not Afraid
  4     Shorty Bearstail
  5     Darwin Goodwill
  6     Chris Scribe
  7     Bud Day
 
Sr Men’s Traditional
  1     Richard Street
  2     Donovan Anney
  3     Sheldon Shebala
  4     Will Hedgepeth
  5     Gabriel Cleveland
  6     SAM SLICKPOO
  7     Russell Mccloud
 
Jr Women’s Fancy
  1     Keya Clairmont
  2     Lara Lasley
  3     Dezirae Tootoosis
  4     Eahtosh Bird
  5     Jovena Scabbyrobe
  6     Genesis Rosales
  7     Allison Bearstail
 
Jr Women’s Contemp Jingle
  1     Uriah Little Hoop
  2     Waskwane Stone�sh
  3     Jonna Grace Brady
  4     PrairieRose Jack
  5     Amanda Goodwill
  6     Adrianna Douglas

  7     Jazz Arcoren
 
Jr Women’s Traditional
  1     Krista-Marie Goodwill
  2     Katrina Her Many Horses
  3     Toni Ellen
  4     Sparrow Little Sky
  5     Tashina Red Hawk
  6     Kendra Eaglestar
  7     Dahyiitihi White
 
Jr Men’s Fancy
  1     Silas Whitebu�alo
  2     Mitchell Baker
  3     Canku One Star
  4     Buster Clevelans
  5     David Cleveland
  6     Keaven Brown
  7     Kasen Street
 
Jr Men’s Grass
  1     Wambdi Clairmont
  2     Desmond Madera
  3     Trae Little Sky
  4     RedSky Chimburas
  5     Therien Paskemin
  6     Misun Mills
  7     Marshall Baker
 
Jr Men’s Traditional
  1     Talon Whiteye
  2     Jonah Jackson
  3     Triston Lasley
  4     Rusty Mccloud
  5     Dwight Littlejohn
  6     Chad Red Elk
  7     Sidrick Baker Jr
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Black Hills Powwow Vendors
Barnett & Summit Arenas
 Check out our 136 vendors located in the Barnett & Summit Arenas!

Hours of Operation: 

Friday: 
10:00 am Scheduled Vendor Check-ins Start
4:00 pm Doors open to the Public
Saturday: 
10:30 am Doors Open to Vendors
11:00 am Doors Open to the Public 
Sunday:
10:30 am Doors Open to Vendors
11:00 am Doors open to the Public 

Vendor Information: (605) 415-2783

10:00 am
10:00 am
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HANDGAMESHANDGAMES
Hand games is a simple game played with 16 sticks and 4 small bones that �t in the palms of your hands. One 

of the bones have a stripe on it and the other doesn't. If your playing the game in Lakota style you are going 

to be looking for the bone with the stripe on it. There are 2 people that hide the bones and each person has to 

have one striped bone and one without a stripe. After they are done hiding you have to guess what hand the 

stripped bones are in and if you get both hiders wrong you give them 2 sticks. If you get one hider right and 

one wrong you give them one stick and let that person hide again and try to guess them again. If you get both 

hiders right then they give the bones to your team and the your team hides and then they guess.

Red Cloud is one of the many owayawa (schools) on the reservation that practice hand games. Hand games has 

become a very popular game in the past few years. We have hand game tournaments at every wachipi(pow-

wow) that we have. In December during LNI (Lakota National Invitation) we have a huge tournament that all 

the schools come for. Hand games is very easy to learn that even elementary kids can play the game.

I myself play hand games ever since i was in 5th grade and I really love doing it. The game is really fun, just 

the beat of the drum and the songs that we sing just make the games even more fun. Hiding and guess can be 

tricky but thats what makes the fun in the game; after all you do have a 50/50 chance.

Ba�le in the He Sapa

Pound for Pound, Colonial House Restaurant & Bar is the best dining 
establishment in the Black Hills of South Dakota. Indulge in our 
extensive selections of Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner items. Whether 
choosing Dine-In, Carry-Out, Curbside or Delivery, we are here to 
meet your dining needs.

The CH Bake Shop, arguably our most famous entity, is known for the 
Original CH-Caramel Roll, the Original CH-Cinnamon Roll, delicious 
pies, breads, dessert bars, pastries, and other goodies---all made by 
hand and in-house! 

2315 Mt Rushmore Rd  |  Rapid City, SD  |  (605) 342-4640

www.colonialhousernb.com

Family Run Since ‘81!
YOUR LOCAL HAPPY PLACE



28 2025 BLACK HILLS POWWOW

988 SUICIDE 
PREVENTION

OGLALA SIOUX TRIBE

Working to improve health and wellness for the Lakota Nation

Health Administration

PO Box 5011  |  Pine Ridge, SD 57770  |  w (605) 867-1704  |  f (605) 867-2063

When life feels heavy, you are not alone. The Oglala Sioux Tribe Health 

Administration reminds you that help is here—day and night. 

Call or text 9-8-8 to reach the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline. You’ll speak with a caring counselor 
who will listen, support, and guide you to next steps. It’s free and con�dential. For you. 
For your relatives. For all our relations—call or text 9-8-8 today.

Transforming systems to cultivate solutions 
for the next seven generations 

731 St. Joseph St, Suite 230  |  Rapid City, SD 57701  |  Tel: (605) 646-0189  |  Fax: (847) 890-6546​

https://www.dragon�ylawgroup.com/
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Dakota Charitable Foundation

Wokini Initiative SDSU

Monument Health

Black Hills Energy

Visit Rapid City

Black Hills Community Loan Fund

The Monument

Elevation Inn & Suites

The Rushmore Hotel & Suites

Hampton Inn Rapp Street 

Tru by Hilton 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites I-90

Baymont Inn & Suites

Hampton Inn & Suites 

Microtel Inn & Suites 

Best Western Ramkota

ClubHouse Hotel & Suites

DoubleTree by Hilton

Dacotah Bank 

Prairie Edge

Sioux Trading Post

Zuya Sica Consulting

Ben Ganje

SDCADVSA

4 Bands Community Fund

Great Plains Tribal Leaders Health 

Board

Margaret Hillenbrand

Rural America Initiatives

Synchrony

Tanka Fund

Allied Arts Fund

Colonial House

Denny Menholt

First Interstate Bank

First Peoples Fund

Mazaska Inc

Knecht’s Home Center

Lakota Country Times

Native Women’s Society of the Great 

Plains

Simpson’s Printing

Native Sun News

Western Dakota Technical College

Victoria’s Garden

NDN Collective

Security First Bank

Rapid City Police Department

Rosebud Sioux Tribe Law 

Enforcement

Oglala Lakota County Sheri�’s O�ce

KILI Radio

Lakota Fund

KIPI Radio

Lakota Federal Credit Union

Reptile Gardens

Je�ries Design

Native America Clothing Company

O WANG WASTE WAHWAYELA MANI

Partnerships With Native Americans

Center for Indigenous Health – Great 

Plains HUB

2025 He Sapa Wacipi Sponsors
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